the smutspore weight. The infrared spectrum of the purified precipitate was very similar to that of zeagallan, though not exactly the same (Fig. 1) . The result of the PPG test on acid hydrolyzates of the substance also revealed that it was a polysaccharide very similar to zeagallan in its main constituents.
The data suggest that zeagallan may be of the pathogen origin rather than the host response.
Further studies are in progress.
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